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The early varieties require about
65 or 70 days to form a head, while
the latest varieties require 120 days.
There are varieties that mature in be-
tween, often referred to as midseason
varieties, and a large number of other
varietiet; but they are mostly selec-
tions in the above groups.

SOIL AND CLIMATIC REQUIREMENTS:
Because of its leafy growth and pe-
culiar formation, cabbage requires a
cool moist climate with an abundance
of sunlight. It' wants a soil that is
fertile and that will supply a good
amount of moisture. Cabbage does
well on the heavier types of soil that
have a high water table but are well
drained at the surface. It will not
grow in swampy ground. It requires
an abundance of organic matter in
the soil and animal manures are an
ideal source of fertilizer. Even sandy
soils, if well manured and supplied
with organic matter, will grow cab-
bage. The round-headed early varie-
ties, which make small heads, are
best grown on the sandy soils. They
are also the varieties that should be
grown in the early spring. Cabbage
is very hardy and will withstand
rather severe freezes, although it
should not be left in the ground until
the ground freezes. Since cabbage
can be grown in practically any
climate that has three months of
summer, it is adapted to all sections
of the United States.

CULTURAL DIRECTIONS : Cabbage seed
should be planted in good soil in a
flower pot during the latter part of
February, or about four weeks before
the plants can be safely set in the
garden. When the seedlings come up,
they can be set in separate pots so
that transplanting to the garden will

not disturb the roots. However, cab-
bage seedlings can be transplanted
rather easily, as the plants make new
roots immediately. It is probably bet-
ter to decide on a single variety for
the spring planting and make about
three plantings of that, rather than to
plant simultaneously several varieties
that mature at different times. One
packet of seed will plant all that is
needed. As soon as the ground ran be
worked, a planting should be made
in the open ground. About July first,
a planting of a late large-heading
variety should be made for winter
storage. Sometimes people of a com-
munity cooperate, and one person
will grow enough plants for several
of the neighbors. This simplifies the
planting and saves seed during times
when it may be scarce. If cooked
cabbage is an acceptable dish, a few
plants of red cabbage should be set
The Savoy type should be included
for salad purposes. It is particularly
good for cole slaw and is highly nutri-
tious. The heads should be used as
soon as they begin to get firm, be-
cause the early varieties do not hold
up long after they are once formed,
probably because the temperature is
high when the heads mature. In the
cool weather of fall, heads will re-
main firm for several weeks.

The plants are set two feet apart
in the row and the rows should be at
least three feet apart. An ideal place
for cabbage is some corner of the
garden where the ground has been,
spaded in the fall and has had a
chance to freeze and settle down.
When the plants are set in the garden,
the ground around the roots should
be saturated with liquid fertilizer. The
soil should not be packed around the
roots but simply filled in around the
plant The liquid causes the soil grad-